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IT'S IN OUR HANDS






“Take 10” Turnkey Kit

Media Alert Copy

As part of the “Take 10” initiative, we ask that you hold press conferences or participate in other media-friendly events to provide information about the 2010 Census and encourage members of your community to mail back their forms. Below are important 2010 Census milestones around which you can schedule your events:

· The issuing of a mail participation rate challenge (date of your choosing)

· Census form mail-out (March 15, 2010) 

· First day of mail participation rate data availability (March 22, 2010) 

· Last mail participation rate update and announcement of challenge winners (May 3, 2010) 

To inform the media of your planned event and encourage attendance, issue an alert to media outlets prior to the event date. Below is a sample alert about a press conference announcing a mail participation rate challenge. Please customize this alert to reflect the details of your own event(s).

Mayors Doe and Smith to Hold Press Conference to 

Announce 2010 Census Mail Participation Challenge

What: 
Mayors John Doe and Jane Smith will hold a joint press conference to issue a 2010 Census mail participation rate challenge. This friendly competition is an effort to encourage members of the towns of Northside and Southside to mail back their 2010 Census forms upon receipt and to eclipse their Census 2000 mail participation rates. 

Mailing back a form ensures an accurate count and lowers the cost of the 2010 Census by reducing the number of census workers who must go door-to-door to collect census data. About $85 million is saved for every one percent increase in mail participation.

When: 
March 10, 2010

Who:

John Doe, Mayor of Northside



Jane Smith, Mayor of Southside  

Where:
City Hall



1234 Main Street



Northside, Calif.  90000

MEDIA CONTACT: Ann Jones (123-456-7890, ajones@email.com)

For more information about the 2010 Census, visit 2010census.gov
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