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IT'S IN OUR HANDS






“Take 10” Turnkey Kit 

Sample Press Release: Challenge Announcement
For distribution after the establishment of a “Take 10” challenge:
<<Insert name>> Challenges <<City/State>> Residents to 

Complete and Mail Back 2010 Census Forms 

Today, <<insert name>> challenged the people of <<insert city/county/state>> to complete and mail back the 2010 Census form in an effort to eclipse the area’s Census 2000 mail participation rates. <<insert information about the specific challenge and prizes.>>
“A complete and accurate count of the people in our community will help ensure that we receive our fair share of federal dollars and representation in government,” said <<insert name and title>>. “Please join me in taking 10 minutes to answer 10 questions that are vital to our community’s future.”

One of the shortest census forms in U.S. Census history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. Responses to the census form should include everyone that will be living at that address as of Census Day, April 1, 2010, the official day of the population count. (It is not necessary to wait until April 1, 2010, to return the census form, however. Forms should be returned as soon as possible.)
Mailing back a form ensures an accurate count and lowers the cost of the 2010 Census by reducing the number of census workers who must go door-to-door to collect census data. About $85 million is saved for every one percent increase in mail participation. Also, the Census Bureau saves $60-$70 per census form returned by mail.
Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QAC) will be available to assist those unable to read or understand the census form. For those with visual impairments, the Language Assistance Guide will be available in large print and Braille. Deaf and hard-of-hearing persons who do not have access to Video Relay Service (VRS) can call the TDD number, 1-866-783-2010. In addition to these options, Language Assistance Guides will be available in 59 languages at all QAC locations.

From March 22 through May 3, 2010, daily mail participation rate maps and data tables will be available at 2010census.gov. The last mail participation update and the challenge winner will be announced on May 3, 2010.

For more information, visit 2010census.gov. 

-X-









