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Toolkit for Reaching Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders
Partnership Announcement Letter 
Please copy and paste this letter onto your organization’s letterhead and share with employees, members or others within your community. 

<<Date>>

Dear <<employee/member/volunteer/community resident>>,

We are pleased to announce <<Organization>> is partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to educate members of the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander community about the importance of the census and the impact of census data on the future of our local community, our families and future generations. The 2010 Census is our voice to let others know who we are and where we are, and about the needs of our people. By providing a snapshot of our community and our population in 2010, the census will allow us to share the story of our people throughout history.

Together, we can help members of our culture understand the ease, importance and safety of participating in the 2010 Census. A complete and accurate count will strengthen our voice, preserve our cultural identity and contribute to our community’s overall quality of life. Consider the following:
· Census data guide our local decision-makers on where to build new roads, hospitals, child-care and senior centers, schools and more.

· Census data affect our voice in all levels of government, which is essential to ensuring our population is accurately represented.

· Census data directly affect how more than $400 billion is distributed per year to state, local and tribal governments.
· Businesses use census data to locate retail stores, new housing and other facilities. 

· Census data represent one of the best sources of disaggregated demographic, social and economic information on the diverse Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander ethnicities.
As a Census Bureau partner, we will share information about the census with individuals in our community. Please let your family, friends and fellow community members know this effort is underway, and encourage them to participate. Most importantly, help them understand the census process. Explain that it may be necessary for another member of their community who is working with the Census Bureau to visit their home to fill out their census form. Remind them that participating in the 2010 Census is easy, important and safe. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.
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We will continue to share additional information about the census in the coming months. In the meantime, you can visit 2010census.gov to learn more. Also, please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions about this partnership. 

Sincerely,

<<Name>>








<<Title>>









<<Organization Name>>
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