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Toolkit for Reaching Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 

Newsletter Copy
<<Organization>> Partners with the U.S. Census Bureau to Support the 2010 Census

<<Organization>> is partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to help the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander community share its story. The 2010 Census can be our voice to let others know who we are, where we are and about the needs of our people. Required once every 10 years, the census will count everyone in the United States, both citizens and noncitizens. 
Why is it important we participate in the census? Every year, the federal government distributes more than $400 billion to state, local and tribal governments based on census data – including funds for services for people in poverty, facilities for people with disabilities, children and the elderly, for forecasting future transportation needs, and to help ensure resources and health facilities are created based on community need. This funding determines the health and wellbeing of our community today, and for future generations. 
Participation in the census is easy, important and safe, and everyone’s participation is vital. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both. By participating in the 2010 Census, we can help ensure adequate resources for our community’s quality of life, while preserving the strong cultural heritage that binds generations of diverse Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander populations together. 

We’ll continue to share information with you about upcoming census events we are hosting, as well as those in our community. We’ll also share information about key dates for the 2010 Census, including:  

[Partners should include any local or organization-specific information and events as well]
· October 2009 – April 2010: Job recruitment underway for census workers. Complete Count Committee activities take place.

· March 2010: 2010 Census forms are mailed or delivered. 

· April 1, 2010: 2010 Census Day. Information provided on 2010 Census forms should represent respective households as they exist on this day. 

· May – July 2010: Census workers visit homes that did not return forms.

· Dec. 31, 2010: Census Bureau presents population count to the President of the United States.

As a Census Bureau partner, we are committed to helping achieve a complete and accurate count of our growing and changing population in 2010. Watch for additional details in the coming months, or visit 2010census.gov to learn more.
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