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Toolkit for Reaching Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders
Media Drop-In Articles
Media that write for the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander community may be interested in sharing information about the 2010 Census with their readers. As a U.S. Census Bureau partner, you can share these sample articles with reporters and editors to help them frame their stories between now and Census Day (April 1, 2010). You can also establish your organization as a knowledgeable source for census information, helping to build a relationship for future stories. In addition to media use, these sample articles can be customized and used in your organization’s internal communications vehicles, as appropriate.

Article 1 – Raising Awareness (Share with media through February 2009)

Understanding the 2010 Census: One Voice. One Community. 

If you could impact the future of your community in about 10 minutes, what would you do? Spend 10 minutes teaching a child something new, 10 minutes cleaning a local park, 10 minutes with your family? In March 2010, you can make a difference in your community by participating in the 2010 Census – and you can do it in about 10 minutes. 

The census is a count of everyone in the United States. This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens. It is important we all participate in the census, because census data are used to determine how more than $400 billion per year in federal funding is distributed to state, local and tribal governments. This funding helps determine the implementation of essential community services for your area, your family and your future, including:

· Locations for clinics, hospitals and nursing homes and where to build new roads, school and child-care centers

· Development of adult education and English-language programs 

· Determination of school district boundaries 
Census forms will be delivered or mailed to households in March 2010; households should complete and mail back their forms upon receipt. Also, people from the community will be working with the U.S. Census Bureau and may stop by your home to help you complete the form. They are only asking for a small amount of time. The forms consist of 10 simple questions and are a tool to let others know about you, your community and its needs.

Participating in the census is easy, important and safe. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.
For more information, visit 2010census.gov.   



Toolkit for Reaching Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders
Media Drop-In Articles
Article 2 – Encouraging participation (Share with the media March – April 2010)

2010 Census: Complete and Return Your Form  

Would life in your community be better if:

· You had access to new hospitals and senior centers or enhanced health care services for ill or aging family members? 

· Your children could learn in new or improved schools or child-care centers? 

· Your commute to work was safer and less congested thanks to better roads or expanded public transportation options? 

· Your local emergency services providers had up-to-date maps to ensure faster response in a crisis?

· Your local markets could better deliver goods and services to your community?

Every year, the federal government distributes more than $400 billion to state, local and tribal governments based on census data – including funds for services for people in poverty, facilities for people with disabilities, children and the elderly; for forecasting future transportation needs; and to help ensure resources and health facilities are created based on community need. This funding determines the health and wellbeing of our community’s today, and for future generations. 
How does the census work? More than 130 million addresses across the nation will receive a census form in March 2010. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. Completing your census form is easy, important and safe, and your participation is vital. 

By law, the U.S. Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.
Although most housing units will receive a form by mail, some may require a census worker to deliver them in person. By law, every household in America must participate in the 2010 Census.

The Census Bureau is asking you to watch for your census form and complete and return it as soon as it arrives. Census workers must visit every household that does not return their census form. If a census worker visits you, please answer his or her questions. Your answers are safe and completely confidential. To learn more, visit 2010census.gov. 
Issued January 2010│Form D-3298





Issued January 2010│Form D-3298








