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Did you know that according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 50 percent of the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander population is under the age of 30? This makes it one of the youngest population segments in the United States. As our children and our community move into the future, it’s important we help ensure a better tomorrow by participating in the 2010 Census. 

What is the 2010 Census? 

As a community that values family, friends, spirituality and togetherness, we have a deep and long-running tradition of sharing familial and cultural histories with current and future generations. Required once every 10 years by the U.S. Constitution, the census will count everyone in the United States – both citizens and noncitizens. 

By providing a snapshot of our population in 2010, the census allows us to gather an accurate picture of our population as a whole, as well as within our individual community, and offers a permanent record of our people’s history and progress.

Why is it important for me to participate in the 2010 Census? 

While the census is a powerful way to record history, this monumental effort also holds the potential to greatly impact the lives of Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders. Consider the following: 

· The 2010 Census helps us share our story to our friends, to our neighbors and to future generations. 
· Census data directly affect how more than $400 billion per year in federal funding is distributed to state, local and tribal governments. 

· Census data help direct funds for services to help people in poverty, help design facilities for people with disabilities, children and the elderly, help forecast future transportation needs, and help ensure resources and health facilities are created based on community need.

Everyone matters and every census form counts. By participating, you can help ensure your community – and the Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander population as a whole – is fairly and accurately represented. Participating in the census is our opportunity to make a difference in our communities now and in the future.
When does the 2010 Census begin?

More than 130 million addresses across the nation will receive a census form in March 2010. Although most housing units will receive a form by mail, some may require a census worker to deliver them in person. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census forms asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. In some cases, people from your community may be working with the Census Bureau and could stop by your home to help you complete the form. They are only asking for a small amount of time, so please speak with them. The information you provide will be vital to the future of our community and our people.
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Is it safe to participate in the census?

The 2010 Census form is easy, important and safe, and participation is vital. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.
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