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Toolkit for Reaching Migrant Workers 

Newsletter, E-mail Blast and Web Site Copy
The following articles can be used in your organization’s existing newsletter or as an e-mail blast to employees, volunteers, and organization and community members. Customize the copy with information about your organization, including your contact information, or facts and statistics that will resonate with internal and external audiences. Census-related questions should be directed to your local Regional Census Center at 2010census.gov/partners.

Article 1 – To announce your partnership:
<<Organization>> partners with the U.S. Census Bureau to support the 2010 Census
<<Organization>> is partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to help achieve an accurate count of migrant workers living in the United States in 2010. As we know, migrant workers are an important part of this country’s economy and culture. But with a complete count, migrant workers stand to enjoy more opportunities for an improved quality of life. 

It is estimated that more than two million workers migrate to this country for work on farms and in factories in virtually every state; many children attend school while their parents work, learning valuable skills and, along with their families, contribute mightily to the communities in which they live. 

Consider the following benefits of the census: 

· Participating in the census is easy. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. More than 130 million addresses across the nation will receive a census form in March 2010. Although most housing units will receive a form by mail, some may require a census worker to deliver one in person. Many who need to fill out the form in a language other than English will have special assistance and forms written in their own language. 

·         
· The census is important. Every year, the federal government distributes more than $400 billion to state, local and tribal governments based on census data. This is money that could contribute to the development of schools, roads, hospitals, job training and job safety programs, child-care centers and enhanced legal services. 
· Census responses are safe and confidential. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share your answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take the oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.
To ensure our community is eligible for funding for important services that support migrant workers and their families, it is essential to obtain a complete and accurate count of the number of people residing in our area. Our organization is committed to helping migrant workers understand that participation in the census is easy, important and safe. We will work to dispel fears about the census and to build awareness of all the good that can come from accurate census data.

We will continue to share information about our partnership with the Census Bureau and ways you can lend support in the coming months. To learn more about the census in the meantime, visit 2010census.gov.

Article 2 – To Raise Awareness and Encourage Participation 

10 Questions, 10 Minutes to Define Who We Are as a Nation

Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau conducts a nationwide census – a count of everyone living in the United States, people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens. The next of these historic events will take place in 2010. Accurate representation of our diverse population and all the hard-working people who shape it can affect the quality of life and the future of thousands of workers.

It is important for everyone in our community to be counted, including migrant workers and their families. Census information guides funding for many important community services that support migrant workers, and government leaders rely on an accurate census count to know how many people live in the community that may use these programs. 

Migrant workers and others in our community may not be familiar with the census if it is the first time they have experienced one, and may have fears about the privacy of their census responses. It is important that everyone in our community know that:

· Completing the census is easy. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. Census forms will be hand-delivered to workers living in transitory housing. Spanish-language forms are available and Questionnaire Assistance Centers are open to help people complete the form. 
· The census is important. Census information guides planning for social services and programs in our community, including education, legal services, job safety and health care. These improvements can help migrant workers realize their dream of a better life and future for themselves and their families.
· The census is safe. Every person in the United States must be counted – both citizens and noncitizens. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share your answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take the oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both. Your answers are safe and completely private. 

Migrant workers come to the United States with dreams of creating better lives for themselves and their families. Because of this, a tone of understanding, compassion and encouragement for their efforts should be used in any communication. These workers want better opportunities for their children in education, employment and overall prosperity. Adding the emotional connection to the rational benefits will help get through to this audience and break down the natural barriers of fear and distrust.  
Census forms will be delivered or mailed to households in March 2010; households should complete and mail back their forms upon receipt. Census workers will visit households that do not return forms to take a count in person. Census workers can be identified by a census badge and bag. Most census workers who pay visits are members of the local community and many speak Spanish or other languages. Please complete and return your form when it arrives and if a census worker visits you, please answer his or her questions.

Language assistance guides for the 2010 Census are available in 59 languages. Questionnaire Assistance Centers also can assist those unable to read or understand the form. In addition, you may contact <<Organization>> at <<Phone>> for more information.
Throughout the coming year, we’ll continue to share information about census events we are hosting, as well as other census-related news and activities in our community. Watch for additional details or visit 2010census.gov to learn more. 
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