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IT'S IN OUR HANDS






  Toolkit for Reaching Latinos
     Key Messages


Use these key messages to quickly prepare for a media interview or other speaking engagement. You also can use these messages in combination with the many other resources in this toolkit to develop your own communications materials. 

· We as Latinos have made important contributions to this country’s economy and culture. By completing and returning our census forms, we have a unique opportunity to make an even greater difference in our communities and the entire nation. 

· Every year, the federal government distributes more than $400 billion to state, local and tribal governments based on census data. The 2010 Census helps ensure that your community receives its fair share of political representation and government funding.

· Some Latinos are more difficult to count than others because they may not read or speak English, don’t see the benefits of participating or may have fears about providing their personal information. 

· Return your census form with pride. We can’t move forward until you mail it back.

· Everyone in the United States must be counted—both citizens and noncitizens, regardless of immigration status.

· There is nothing to fear about census participation. It’s easy, important and safe, and your personal information cannot be shared with anyone or used against you.

· One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. 

· Census information can benefit you, your family and your community by helping to guide local planning for new roads, hospitals, child-care and senior centers, schools, job safety programs and enhanced legal services.

· Census data can impact educational benefits for you and your family, including funding for Title 1 programs, aid to universities and vocational support and training.

· For the first time in history, we have a Spanish census form, which will be mailed or delivered to households where Spanish is more predominant. The form also is available upon request by contacting your Regional Census Center. 


