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Toolkit for Reaching Immigrants
Partnership Announcement Letter

<<Date>>

Dear <<employee/member>>,

We are pleased to announce <<Organization>> is partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to help achieve a complete and accurate count of our growing population in 2010. By supporting the 2010 Census, we will help raise awareness of this important initiative and work to increase the overall response rate among immigrants living and working in the United States, whether they are citizens or noncitizens. 

While many countries conduct national census counts, the way the census is implemented and enforced outside the United States varies widely. Many immigrants may associate the word “census” with “fear” and “distrust” as the result of census-taking methods employed in their homelands, and may come to the United States with their old country’s census-related rules and processes in their minds. In addition, many immigrants who are not citizens may be unsure whether or not they should complete their census form – or they may have concerns that it is unsafe to provide responses to the Census Bureau, as a result of fears about deportation or other issues.
Strong census participation is important for all immigrants. It is essential that every person be counted. Your organization and organizations like yours can benefit by using accurate census data when applying for grants. In addition, census data are used in many ways that can improve life for immigrants, their families and our communities. For example, census data guide local decision-makers on where to build new roads, hospitals, health centers, child-care and senior centers, schools and more. 
Spreading census messages about the ease, importance and safety of filling out the census form within the immigrant community is an important step in reaching this hard-to-count population, particularly because word-of-mouth communication is one of the best ways to reach them. 
As a 2010 Census partner, we will share information about the census with individuals in our community, and we ask that you do the same. Please let your community know this effort has begun, and encourage people to complete the 10-question 2010 Census form, which will be delivered in March 2010. The forms should be filled out and mailed back as soon as they are received.

We will continue to share additional information about the census in the coming months. In the meantime, you can visit 2010census.gov to learn more. Also, please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions about this partnership or the 2010 Census and what it means for our organization and our community. 

Sincerely,

<<Name>>








<<Title>>









<<Organization Name>>
 



