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Toolkit for Reaching College and University Students

Sample Brochure Copy

In developing promotional materials for use on campus, use the brochure template provided by the  U.S. Census Bureau. Select copy from the following and customize it as necessary to reflect your institution’s involvement in the 2010 Census. 

What is the 2010 Census? 

The U.S. Constitution requires a national census be conducted once every 10 years. Everyone in the United States must be counted – citizens and noncitizens. Data will show state population counts, determine representation in the U.S. House of Representatives, and guide the annual distribution of more than $400 billion to state, local and tribal governments. Achieving a complete and accurate count of our population is essential. 

Why does it matter if I’m counted?

Participating in the census gives you a voice and an opportunity to influence change. Everyone in the United States must be counted. This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens. Data from the 2010 Census will help to shape your future. Consider the following:
· Businesses use census data to determine recruitment efforts, to locate retail stores, new housing and other facilities. 

· Scientific research depends on census data. College and university students and faculty use census information for reports, statistical profiles and other research.

· Census data affect college and university tuition grant and loan programs.
· Census information helps establish fair-market rents and enforce fair-lending practices.
Take action by completing and returning the 2010 Census form so you can ensure a complete and accurate count for your school and community.
Who will be counted?
· Everyone in the United States on April 1, 2010, including international students and non-U.S. students. Everyone in the United States must be counted. This includes people of all ages, races, ethnic groups, citizens and noncitizens. 
How will I be counted?

Depending on your housing situation, here’s how you’ll be counted:

· Living on campus: If you live in a dormitory, residence hall, sorority or fraternity house, you’ll receive a 2010 Census form in April or May 2010 for you to fill out individually. No need to mail the form. Simply complete it and turn it in to a designated site on campus. It’s that easy.
· Living off campus: If you live off campus, 2010 Census forms will be delivered or mailed to your house or apartment in March 2010. All students living at the address are considered one household, so only one form should be completed per domicile with information about all the people living at that address. Return the form in the U.S. mail envelope provided.


· Living with parents or guardians: If you commute to school and reside full-time at your parents’ or guardians’ household, no need to fill out a form. You should be accounted for on your parents’ or guardians’ household form.
· Studying abroad in April 2010: If students are studying or living abroad in the spring of 2010 and not in the United States on April 1, 2010, they will not be counted in the 2010 Census. Census Day, April 1, 2010, is the official day of the population’s count when all 2010 Census responses should represent the household as it exists on this day.

It’s easy, it’s important and it’s confidential.

Your participation is vital. One of the shortest forms in history, the 2010 Census takes about 10 minutes to complete. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities.

When does the 2010 Census begin?

Census forms will be delivered or mailed to off-campus households in March 2010. In     April – May 2010, forms will be distributed to students living on campus. Forms should be completed and returned promptly. Census workers will visit households that do not return forms to take a count in person. 
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