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Please customize by including key dates for events and activities your organization is hosting.
Sample Newsletter Copy

<<Organization>> is Partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to Support the 2010 Census

<<Organization>> is partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to help achieve a complete and accurate count of our population as part of the 2010 Census. Conducted every 
10 years, the census defines who we are as a nation. It guides critical decisions on the national, state and local levels that affect members of the Black community and the quality of life in our communities.   

For an accurate count, it’s essential that everyone in the United States must be counted – both citizens and noncitizens. Completing your census form gives you a voice to shape our community today and create a brighter future for tomorrow. 

By completing your 2010 Census form, your participation provides important data that can impact our community for the better. 2010 Census data will:
· Directly affect how more than $400 billion in federal funding is distributed annually to local, state and tribal governments. 
· Impact the quality of life for members of the Black community and our families by guiding local-decision makers on where to build new hospitals, schools, child-care and senior centers, roads and more. 
· Give political voice and hope for change to the Black community, as census data will determine how many seats each state will have in the U.S. House of Representatives.

In past censuses, some members of the Black community did not participate in the census due to lack of awareness, misinformation, immigration concerns or concerns about confidentiality. It’s important to know that, by law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including the IRS, FBI, CIA or any other government agency. All Census Bureau employees take the oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.
In the coming months, we will continue to share information with you about upcoming census events we are hosting, as well as others taking place in our community. We will also share information about key dates for the 2010 Census, including:  
· October 2009 – April 2010: Job recruitment underway for census workers.

· March 2010: 2010 Census forms delivered or mailed. 

· April 1, 2010: Census Day, responses to the census form should be mailed back and include everyone living at the address on this day. 
· May – July 2010: Census workers visit households that did not mail back forms to take a count in person.
· Dec. 31, 2010: Census Bureau presents the 2010 apportionment counts to the President of the United States.

Visit 2010census.gov to learn more.



Toolkit for Reaching the Black Community
Partnership Announcement Copy
Sample Blast E-mail and Web Site Copy

<<Organization>> is Partnering With the U.S. Census Bureau to Support the 2010 Census

I’m pleased to announce that <<Organization>> is partnering with the U.S. Census Bureau to help achieve a complete and accurate count of our population as part of the 2010 Census. The census gives us a voice and power to influence change and help to ensure the needs of the Black community are met – today and in the future. Consider the following:

· One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. 

· Your participation will shape the future of our community. Census data will guide local-decision makers on where to build new hospitals, schools, child-care and senior centers, roads and more. 

· Census forms will be delivered to households in March 2010. Complete and mail back the form immediately. Census workers will visits households that do not return forms to take a count in person. 

It’s easy, important and safe, and your participation is vital. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including the IRS, FBI, CIA or any other government agency. All Census Bureau employees take the oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both.
Please spread the word and let others in our community know about this important effort. Watch for more information in the coming months. Visit 2010census.gov to learn more. 
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