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Toolkit for Reaching the Asian Community

Sample Ethnic Media Drop-in Articles
Article 1 – Raising Awareness (Share with media through December 2009)
2010 Census: 10 Minutes, 10 Questions to Help Improve Our Community 
In 2010, our nation will undergo our next census, which will provide an updated snapshot of our diverse and changing population. 
The Asian population is growing and changing – outpacing the total U.S. population growth between 1990 and 2000. New 2010 Census data will help us understand these changes so leaders can provide and obtain the best services, resources and programs to meet the needs of our community. Census data have a direct impact on the quality of life for our neighbors, our families and our community. In fact, census data directly affect how more than $400 billion per year in federal funding is distributed to state, local and tribal governments – and this funding will help determine the programs, services and resources available to our community. 

Data from the 2010 Census will help our leaders identify where to build new roads, schools, hospitals and more. They will indicate where funding is needed to enhance community initiatives and programs important to Asians – including education, medical services and English-language learning programs. Additionally, they will help local emergency services responders react more efficiently in times of need, thanks to better maps and information. 

Participation in the census is easy, important and safe. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents’ answers with anyone, including other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. All Census Bureau employees take an oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both. 

Participation in the census provides a vehicle for Asians to be engaged socially, politically and economically. In 2010, Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QAC) will assist those unable to read or understand the form. A Teletext Device for the Deaf (TDD) program will help the hearing impaired. In addition, Language Assistance Guides (LAG) will be available at all QAC locations in at least 59 languages, including Benagli, Cambodian, Chinese (Traditional and Simplified), Hindi, Hmong, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Tagalog, Thai, Urdu, Khmer and Vietnamese. 

The census form will be available in Chinese (Simplified), Korean, and Vietnamese, upon request. Information about the in-language 2010 Census form or LAGs can be found at http://2010.census.gov/partners/materials/inlanguage.php. Contact your Regional Census Center at http://www.2010.census.gov/partners/pdf/censusRegionMap.pdf to locate the 
nearest QAC.

(more)
More than 130 million addresses across the nation – including every household in our community – will receive a census form in March 2010. Households should complete and mail back their forms upon receipt. Census workers, identified by a census badge and bag, will visit households that do not return the forms to take a count in person. Your participation is required by law. For more information, visit 2010census.gov. 

Toolkit for Reaching the Asian Community

Sample Ethnic Media Drop-in Articles
Article 2 – Driving participation (Share with the media January – April 2010)
2010 Census: Complete and Return Your Form  


Would life in your community be better if:

· You had access to new hospitals and senior centers or enhanced health care services for ill or aging family members? 

· Your children could learn in new or improved schools or child care centers? 

· Your commute to work was safer and less congested thanks to better roads or expanded public transportation options? 

· Your local emergency services providers had up-to-date maps to ensure faster response in a crisis?

Every year, the federal government distributes more than $400 billion to state, local and tribal governments based on census data. One of the shortest census forms in history, the 2010 Census form asks 10 questions and takes about 10 minutes to complete. Completing your census form is easy, important and safe, and your participation is vital. 

More than 130 million addresses across the nation will receive a census form in March 2010. Although most housing units will receive a form by mail, some may require a census worker to deliver them in person. 

The Census Bureau is asking you to watch for your census form and complete and return it as soon as it arrives. Census workers must visit every household that does not return their census form. If a census worker visits you, please answer his or her questions. Many census workers will speak non-English languages in areas they will visit, and may be able to provide in-language assistance. Your answers are safe and completely confidential. 

You do not need to speak English to participate in the 2010 Census. Questionnaire Assistance Centers (QAC) are available for those unable to read or understand the census form. A Teletext Device for the Deaf (TDD) program will help the hearing impaired. In addition, Language Assistance Guides (LAG) will be available at all QAC locations in at least 59 languages, including Benagli, Chinese (Traditional and Simplified), Hindi, Hmong, Japanese, Korean, Laotian, Tagalog, Thai, Urdu, Khmer 
and Vietnamese. 

The census form will be available in Chinese (Simplified), Korean, and Vietnamese, upon request. Information about the in-language 2010 Census form or LAGs can be found at http://2010.census.gov/partners/materials/inlanguage.php. Contact your Regional Census Center at http://www.2010.census.gov/partners/pdf/censusRegionMap.pdf to locate the 
nearest QAC. 


