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IT'S IN OUR HANDS






Toolkit for Reaching American Indians and 
Alaska Natives
Sample Speech

A sample speech to use at tribal events and local gatherings is below. Please customize this information to suit the needs of your community, and highlight other key events or resources available for community residents. 

Sample Speech

Our people have always celebrated our culture, our traditions, our communities and our way of life. Now it’s time to celebrate our future by participating in the 2010 Census.

The 2010 Census is a tool for our voices to be heard. To explain who we are and what we need. To help shape the future for our families today and for generations to come. 

Census data will help determine the need for new health care facilities, schools, housing, roads and more. In fact, census data will help local and tribal governments better address the needs of local communities.
The census is about your future and your family’s future. When the 2007 American Community Survey was conducted, 40 percent of American Indian and Alaska Native population was under the age of 25. Census data will help shape the future of our youth. 

Census forms will arrive in March 2010 and should be completed and returned upon receipt. 

To make sure everyone is counted once, only once and in the right place, some members of our community will work with the Census Bureau, and they may visit your home. Remember, they are only asking for a small amount of your time to complete the 2010 Census form. 
Participating in the census is easy, important and safe. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share respondents' answers with anyone including tribal housing authorities, other federal agencies and law enforcement entities. 
All Census Bureau employees take the oath of nondisclosure and are sworn for life to protect the confidentiality of the data. The penalty for unlawful disclosure is a fine of up to $250,000 or imprisonment of up to five years, or both. 
The strength of our people is in our voice. The total number of our people is relatively small, making it vital that everyone participate in the 2010 Census and be counted once, only once and in the right place. Staying silent when given the chance to improve our communities is not the right choice.

Participate in the 2010 Census. It’s our voice, it’s in our hands.

