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Speakers

• Stacy Vidal, Public Information Office, 
U.S. Census Bureau

• Carrie A. Werner, 
Statistician/Demographer, Age and 
Special Populations Branch, Population 
Division
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Topics Presented
₋ Overview of the older population (i.e., 

the population 65 years and over) at the 
national level

₋ Discussion of the older population in 
regions, states and counties

₋ Comparison of data from the 2010 
Census with data from Census 2000
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Age 
Questionnaire Item
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2010 Census Question on 
Age and Date of Birth
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Source: 2010 Census



Overview of the Older 
Population
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Population Size

As of April 1, 2010:

• There were 40.3 million people 65 years 
and over.

• The older population represented 13.0 
percent of the total population.
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Population 65 Years and Older by 
Sex: 2000 and 2010
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(in millions)

Sources: 2010 Census; Census 2000



Population 65 Years and Older by Size 
and Percent of Total Population:  

1900 to 2010

9Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, decennial census of population, 1900 to 2010
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Growth in the Older Population

Between 2000 and 2010:
• The population 65 years and over grew at 

a faster rate than the total population.
• The older population grew 15.1 percent 

(from 35.0 million to 40.3 million).
• The total population grew 9.7 percent 

(from 281.4 million to 308.7 million). 
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Percent Change by Selected 5-Year Age 
Groups: 2000 to 2010
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Age Group Percent Change 2000 to
2010

65 to 69 30.4

70 to 74 4.7

75 to 79 -1.3

80 to 84 16.1

85 to 89 29.8

90 to 95 30.2

95 to 99 25.9

100+ 5.8



Median Age of the Total Population 
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Growth in the Older 
Population by Sex

Between 2000 and 2010:
• Males experienced more rapid growth than 

females in the older ages.
• Males 65 years and older grew 20.5 

percent (from 14.4 million to 17.4 million). 
• Females 65 years and older grew 11.3 

percent (from 20.6 million to 22.9 million).
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Sources: 2010 Census; Census 2000



Percent Change by Selected Older 
Age Groups and Sex: 2000 to 2010
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Age-Sex Population Pyramid: 
2000 and 2010

Sources: 2010 Census; Census 2000
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Note: The lighter shade of blue represents ages 0 to 64 in the 2010 Census.  The darker shade of 
blue represents ages 65 years and over in the 2010 Census.



Sex Ratio by Age: 1990, 2000 and 2010
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Sources: 2010 Census; Census 2000; 1990 Census

(Males per 100 females)



GEOGRAPHIC 
DISTRIBUTION
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Number of People 65 Years and 
Older by Region: 2010
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Percentage of Population 65 Years 
and Older by Region: 2010
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Number of People 85 Years and Over 
by Region: 2010
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Percentage of Population 85 Years 
and Over by Region: 2010

23

2.2
2.0

1.6 1.6

Northeast Midwest South West

Source: 2010 Census



Percent Change by Selected Older 
Age Groups by Region: 2000 to 2010
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The Older Population by 
State: 2000 to 2010

• Among the 50 states, Rhode Island was 
the only one to exhibit a decrease in the 
number of people 65 years and over 
(declining from 152,402 in 2000 to 
151,881 in 2010).

• The District of Columbia’s older population 
also declined during the decade from 
69,898 in 2000 to 68,809 in 2010.
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Sources: 2010 Census; Census 2000



Top 5 States with the Largest Number 
of People 65 Years and Older: 2010
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Top 5 States with the Largest 
Percentage of People 65 Years and 

Older: 2010
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The Population 85 Years and 
Over by State: 2000 to 2010

• All states exhibited an increase in the number of 
people 85 years and over between 2000 and 
2010.

• Alaska had the largest percent change (78.9 
percent) by increasing from 2,634 in 2000 to 
4,711 in 2010.

• Mississippi had the smallest percent change (3.4 
percent) by increasing from 42,891 in 2000 to 
44,359 in 2010.
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Top 5 States with the Largest Number 
of People 85 Years and Older: 2010
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Top 5 States with the Largest 
Percentage of People 85 Years and 

Older: 2010
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The Older Population in the United 
States: 2010

<www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/briefs/c2010br-09.pdf>

42



Online Press Kit
http://2010.census.gov/news/press-kits/briefs/briefs.html

43



Ustream Event

Tuesday, Dec. 6, 1 p.m.

Join us on Facebook or Ustream:
https://www.facebook.com/uscensusbureau

http://www.ustream.tv/channel/us-census-bureau
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For More Information

Public Information Office (PIO)
301.763.3030

pio@census.gov

2010 Census Briefs Press Kit
http://2010.census.gov/news/press-kits/briefs/briefs.html
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