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Thank you, Dr. Groves and good morning everyone.
I would like to echo what Dr. Groves said about our teamwork and the good working relationship we’ve had over the 18 months.  It’s been a pleasure and an honor to work with the Census Bureau on the 2010 Census.  The U.S. Census Bureau is in very good hands with Dr. Groves at the helm, leading a dedicated team of professionals.  
I appreciate the work that literally thousands of Census employees have done to assure a successful 2010 Census, as well as the hundreds of thousands of Americans who became temporary Census workers and who helped collect the actual data.  Congratulations to you all.
We are here today to do something that has taken place only 23 times in our nation’s history.  
We are complying with Article 1, Section 2 of the U.S. Constitution, which mandates the actual enumeration of the population every ten years.
The founding fathers of our nation had a bold and ambitious plan to empower the people over their new government.
The plan was to count every person living in the United States and to use that count to determine representation in the Congress. 
Enshrining this mandate in our Constitution marked a turning point in world history.
Previously censuses had been used mainly to tax or confiscate property or to conscript residents into military service.  That is not what the U.S. Census is about.
The genius of the founders was taking a tool of government and making it a tool of political empowerment for citizens over their government.   We cannot be a representative government without being able to apportion our House of Representatives in a way that reflects the changing nation of the past two centuries.  And that requires us to know who lives where…it requires a population Census.
The first census in 1790, at the very start of the republic, was managed under the direction of Thomas Jefferson, then Secretary of State.  
James Madison, often called the “father of the U.S. Constitution”, recommended at least five of the six questions asked on that very first census form.
U.S. marshals were actually the ones charged with conducting the 1790 Census in the original 13 states, taking about 18 months to do the work.
While the 2010 Census is a far bigger endeavor than faced the Marshalls of 1790, it remains almost as simple in one respect.
For the 2010 Census, we only asked 10 questions, just four more than in 1790, with very much the same content as Madison recommended.   
The founders would no doubt be astounded and amazed how the new nation they created has evolved and changed.
However, they surely would be most pleased that our Constitution, and our way of government enshrined in that document, has survived and indeed thrived.  This is due in part because the founders invented a new use for a Census that helped regularly redistribute political power as the nation expanded westward and grew. 
Today, in reporting these first 2010 census results, our great American democracy renews itself in the midst of a changing nation, peacefully, fairly and openly. 
I am honored to introduce to you the man who is charged by Congress with making sure that the Department of Commerce conducts a decennial Census, Secretary Gary Locke, who has served in local, state and national government.  He is a leading force of innovation at the department, something he feels very passionate about.  
Secretary Locke has been deeply interested in and involved with key Census-related decisions over the past 18 months.  Sir, it’s been a real honor to serve you and to serve with you in making sure that this important mandate was completed.
Ladies and gentlemen, please welcome the honorable Gary Locke.
