Census Counting College &
2010  University Residence Halls

Once every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau takes a snapshot of everyone residing in the United States,
regardless of age, race, or citizenship. This includes international students who are studying in the U.S.
on April 1, 2010, when this snapshot is taken. People should be counted where they live and sleep most
of the year, so students living in on-campus housing will receive their questionnaires there.

In the decennial census, on-campus college and university residence halls, dorms, fraternities, and
sororities are considered “Group Quarters.” Group Quarters are places where people live or stay in
group living arrangements that are owned or managed by an entity or organization (such as a college
or university) providing housing and/or services for the residents. Off-campus residences where
students live are not considered Group Quarters.

The form used to count people living or staying in Group Quarters is called an Individual Census Report.
Each resident gets his or her own form. This form collects individual data, such as age, sex, race, and
Hispanic origin. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share an individual’s census questionnaire responses
with anyone, including other government agencies, courts, and law enforcement entities.

The Census Bureau works in cooperation with colleges and universities to count students living in Group
Quarters (see timeline below). In order to ensure a complete count, the Census Bureau has the authority
to request administrative record data from your school for those students who do not return their
Individual Census Reports. Census enumeration procedures are in compliance with the Family Education
Rights & Privacy Act (FERPA).

The Group Quarters Enumeration operation happens in three phases:
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Find it. Fill it out. Be counted.




